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BY JUDY WAX

Fres Press Staff Writer
Oakland County residents
whose homes will be gobbled
up by the I-898 freeway say
that they don't object to the

road—somewhere else.

“We know the freeway has
to go somewhere, but why
don’'t they put it in Tim-
buktu?” complained Mrs.
Thomas Rieden of 19048 W,
Eleven Mile, Southfield. “We're
just sick about the whole
thing."”

Mrs. Rieden bought her new
brick ranch home three years
ago after she was assured that
the proposed freeway would
run along 101, Mile.

The assurance came from
the State Highway Depart-
ment, which was recommend-
ing 1035 Mile.

Last week, acting on a study
by a three-man arbitration
panel, Gov. Romney announced
a final freeway route which

will destroy approximately
300 homes, Including Mrs.
Rieden's.

Romney's announcement,
which came after five years
of heated debate over the 6.5-
mile stretch through seven
Oakland communities, touched
off cries of anger, disbelief
and frustration from people
who live along the route.

“It's terrible,” said Hayman,
a thin middle-aged man with
white hair and definite opin-
jons.

“My wife died last year and
I just don't want to give up
our house,” he explained. “I
just may pick it up and move
it somewhere."

Hayman, who lives at 13697
Wales, Oak Park, said he had
no idea .the freeway would
cut into his quiet residential
street.

“As far as I'm concerned,
I hope it's tied up in court for
the next 30 years,"” he added.

Halloween goblins will stay behind locked doors

Residents A geréd

Freeway to Tear Up

Mrs. Robert
Maplefield,
disagreed.

“It's the stalemate that's
getting to us all,"” she said.
“After seven years of waiting,
all we want to know is
“When?'"

Mrs. Overall, who has three
boys and a girl, said that her
family has outgrown its state-
1y white three-bedroom house.
But when she decided to put
the house up for sale last year,
she found that no one would
take a mortgage on a house
that would be torn down.

“It's our house and our
money, but we're not free to
do what we wish with it,”” she
said.

The waiting may not be over
for Mrs. Overall and others in
the freeway's path. Three
pending court suits could tie
up the controversial route
again.

No one knows how long the
court fights will take.

Overall, 8
Pleasant Ridge,

Sunday, October 20, 1968

Until the siate actually be-
gins buying the right-of-way,
residents along the route have
no choice but to remain where
they are.

Mrs. Luke McCarthy of 8
Maplefield, Pleasant Ridge,
also feels the strain of the
long delay in determining the
route.

“It’s too bad when the high-
way department can keep so
many people dangling for so
many years,” said Mrs. Mc-
Carthy, who has lived in her
gray two-story house for 27
vears. “We've held off on all
our house repairs, If this thing
doesn't go through and we
have to redo the house, it'll
cost us a pretty penny now."”

“T kinda hate to think of
leaving here,” she sighed. *'I
raised a family of four here
and il's home. 1 don't know
where we'd go.”

Like the McCarthys, David
Mertz and his wife, 13680

Wales, Oak Park, are an older
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on Atkinson Ave.

Halloween on Atkinson St.;

A Different Kind of Goblin

Halloween zlong Atkinson
isn't what it use to be. You
know, the little kids doing the
goblin bit on the night of trick
or treat.

When the sun sets this year
on Halloween, the trieck or
treat will turn into a watchful
night along a three-block see-
tion of Atkinson just west of
Twelfth,

“I use to save my pennies
for the kids,” said an Atkin-
son Ave. matron. “I'd drop
handfuls into their treat bags.
1 never counted.

“But then these hig kids
started coming. They come
from all over, I don't know
where. Car loads of them.
They drive along and make
the little kids empty their
bags. _

“I don't bother saving my
pennies any more. I'm afraid,”

S0 NOW THE children liv-

ing between Twelfth and Lin-

“I may be hourgeois. But I don’t
want to live beside somebody who can’t

carry the freight.”

@ The heart of the July, 1967,
riot was but a step away from
Atkinson's two - story, brick
homes and well-kept lawns.

@® Precinet cops, spread too
thin, know it is a *‘tough
neighborhood.”

In the middle of this pocket
sits Atkinson, a thin strip of
middle class wvalues, middle
class wealth, and middle class
dreams.

To guard against criminal

incursions against their fam-
flies, home and property, the
Atkinson Improvement Asso-
ciation turned self-protective.

Owners of the $£15000 to
$20,000 homes can throw up
riot barriers at a moment's
notice to block access to their
three blocks.

Armed, they cover each
from curtained windows when
any of the Atkinson clan is
dealing with a gang of youth

drifting through the territory.

They watch each other's
property for Invasion when
they know a neighbor's home
is vacant,

They meet monthly to dis-
cuss how better 1o protect
themselves against violence
and the threat of it.

Residents along the strip
tell you that each day brings
its own dread. If violent as-
sault on themselves or their
property has mnot happened,
they know a nelghbor to whom
it has. They do not want to
be quoted for fear they will
be singled out for retaliation.

BUT FEACH DAY
something new.

brings

Turn to Page 9A, Column 1

o Today’s Chuckle

In a congressman’s campalgn
- headquarters: “Bewars of can-
ety didates who promiss pie-in-the-
s#ky. They plan to use your

dough."”

0 Houses

couple who will be uprooted
by the freeway.

“We don't know from noth-
Ing," shrugged Mertz. “One
says this side. One says the
other. We're no youngsters and
where are we going to buy
another house like this any-
way 7"

Mertz saild he bought his
two-story home new 10 years
ago and knew nothing about
the possibility of the freeway
coming through.

His daughter, who Ilives
down the street with her hus-
band and three children, will
also be forced to move.

In Lathrup Village, ona of
the bitterest opponents of the
route, homeowners are bank-
ing on two lawsuits—one filed
by a homeowners association
amd one by the city itself—to
change the route.

“We just custom-built this
house in June, 1967,” moaned

Turn to Page 11A, Column 2
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Noisy Factories
Face Crackdown

BY PATRICK J. OWENS
Free Press Labor Writer
Factories will become quiet-
er than many offices if pend-
ing federal anti-noise regula-

| tions become law without ma-

jor changes.

Tens of thousands of work -
ers in other factories where
machines cannot be muffied
will find themselves wearing
earmuffs to comply with the
law,

The earmuffs and the sound
pads are among proposed fed-
eral restrictions to speed up
the war on noise that already
has saved many a worker's
eardrum.

Industry on {ts own has
moved in recent years (o take
the din out of many indus-
trial operations.

Now W. Willard Wirtz, the
secretary of labor, proposes
to extend the blessings of rela-
tive quiet to millions of work-
ers whelher their bosses ap-
prove or mot.

« & @

INDUSTRY, including a seg-
ment of the auto induslry,
doesn't like the idea and is
reported preparing to oppose
it in hearings at Washington
starting Nov. 6.

Organized labor and gov-
ernment experts are enthusi-
astic.

The idea is to hold indus-
trial noise to 85 decibels on
what hearing experts call an
A scale, This is the mnoise
level at which normal conver-
sation can still be heard by
two people standing two feet
apart,

Many offices exceed 35 dec-
ibels, mnotes Dave .Padden,
UAW’s industrial hygienisti.

Dr. M. T. Summar of Vir-
ginia, Minn., one of the na-
tion's top industrial noise au-
thorities, passes no judgment
on how practical an 85 decibel
level is but he says:

“Hearing Is in jeopardy at
85 and above, That seems to

have been pretty authorita-
tively established.”
But ¥. J. (Bud) Dery,

Ford's industrial safely chief,
says, “We think it's too low.
We're not sure it's an attain-
able, practical level, We don't

feel our present hearing con-
servation program is unreal-
istic.”
L L L
HERFE'S WHAT
proposing :
@® The first-time-ever
restrictions,

Wirtz

i8

noise

® Limitzs on the amount of
atomic radiation a worker can
be exposed to.

@ More guards to ktep arms,
legs and other parts of the
body out of such machines as
drills, presses, planers and
jointers,

@ Company responsibility for
the safety of employe-owned
tools.

® Safely equipment and
clothing for specified jobs.

@® Betlter emergency medical
services,

The sound limilalions could
prove the most costly and are
s0 far the most controversial.

Concern is reported great-
et at Ford Motor Co., which
union and government spec-
cialists contend has done the
least to deal with noise proh-
lems In its factories.

A key question is whether
General Motors Corp. and
Chrysler Corp. will join Ford
In fighting the proposals.

GM, which doesn't get high

marks from tha United Aulo
Workers on many other fronts,
does win praise for its battle
agaimst noise.

“We hope General Motors
won't fight it at all,” said
Lloyd Utter, TTAW's top safety
expert. “They have done a lot
fo deal with this problem,"”

Dr. Floyd Van Atta, deputy
director of the Office of Oc-
cupational Safety of the Labor
Department’'s Bureau of La-
bor Standards, concurs in this
assessment and says that

Chrysler ranks “somewhere
in between."

Grope

BY GARY BLONSTON
Free Press StaM Writer

Fiint schonl superintendent
William J. Early has not had
a serious high school race in-
cident to deal with since last
spring.

It has done wonders for his
self-confidence,

On his desk, nonetheless, is
A red telephone, a direct line
to state and local law enforce-
ment agencies.

However affected the red
telephone might seem, Flint
still is not at peace in its sec-
ondary schools. Neither is any
other city in the state where
black and white teen-agers go
to clas together. Grand Rapids
and Kalamazoo both have had
to deal with serious outhreaks
in the last month.

. & =

ADMINISTRATORS like
Early are trying to cope with
the race problem In schools,
but as Flint Northwestern
High principal Robert Rodda
says: “We're tracking
through untrodden snow. We
don't know where we are

going."’

Our Uneasy Schools

fjor LEquality

made easily.

Blonston

Around the state, the talk in
the offices of superintendents
and principals is hopeful. The
concern seema sincere. But
the police are always at hand
and it will be that way for a
while.

For black students and the
black communities of Mich-
igan are isuing powerfal chal-
lenges to educational precepts
that have been the sturdy
underpinnings of high school
administrators and teachers
for decades,

-

National Summary

Hurricane Gladyvs edged closer to the Carclina coasts Sat-

complete weather

Lake Conditions

LAKE ST. CLAIR: Partly cloudv Sun-

Climatic Data

TEMPERATURES Friday: High 70.

If America’s race problems are to be
solved, they will be solved by the flexible
young. To discover how well the adjust.
ment is being made, Free Press Staff
Writer Gary Blonston visited Michigan's’
public schools. As on other fronts of the
racial revolution, change is not being

It was once true that a
teacher was not to be ques-
tioned by a student. No longer.

L] . L]

IT WAS ONCE TRUE that
high school students had little,
if any influence on the nature
of their curriculum. No longer,

It was once true that the
administration ran student
activities as it wished, helw-
ever covertly. No longer.

In schools whera black stu-
dents comprise a substantial
minority, they are demanding
recognition as young paqﬂ‘ L
with backgrounds, experiences
and opinions just as valld and
vital as those of the whife,
middle-class teachers and

day southwes! to wes! winds 12-20 knofls Low 49, Mean &0, Normal 51; Depar-
wood will do their ghost act in | urday. WiAKE MURON: Southwest fo west fure from normal since Jan, 1: 163, Pﬂ:fig" m:“::‘t;m 'he?“m’
daylight at a Holloween block She moved toward the Northeast ebout 20 miles an hour. oy Ml B ol ONE YEAR AGO Sunday: Hioh é. | B0 :

LAKE MICHIGAN: Fair with wes! to
southwes! winds 1525 knols.

LAKE EIRE: Partlv cloudy with
diminishing winds west fo southwest 10-
20 knots,

LAKE ONTARIO: Partly cloudy with
westerly winds 1528 knets.

LAKE SUPERIOR: Partiy cloudv with
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party sponsored by the Atkin-
son Avenue Improve Associa-
tion (AAIA).

It has been that way
several years now.

It is all part of the somber
mood that has swept through
these blocks, changing life in
this pleasant, fashionable Ne-

This took the center to about 40 miles east of Charleston late
Saturday and to very near Cape Hatleras before daybreak
Sunday. Rain, occasionally heavy, fell over most of the East
coastal area from Florida to New York state and southwest
Maine. Rain overspread the Pacific Northwest ahead of a
cold front. A few showers occurred over the northern Great
Lakes. The vast remaining section of the nation from the
Ohio Valley and central Gulf to the Rockies and south and
central Pacific Coast were fair and dry with pleasant season-

Jority. -
The Michigan Civil Rights
Commission (MCRC) has cafe-
gorized seven areas of griev-
ance at the heart of the schdol
disturbances it has invest-
gated. '
Black
have told MCRC that:
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